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What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello everyone! I know it may seem like the world has turned upside down but I'm 
hopeful that people will try to remain calm. I think the self isolation steps that the U.S. 
has taken is probably the best start to controlling the spread of the virus on the U.S. side. 
Due to this crisis I was forced to end my Europe trip early by over a week. It was very 
disappointing not being able to properly view the Roma and Kiinker auctions but even in 
the last day I’m feeling much better about the auction situation as the houses are 
stepping right up with logical solutions. See below for important information. 


Ktinker 333-336 (March 16-20) 

To be honest I was most worried about the auction at our good friends at Kiinker. With 
the very traditional (and frankly much loved by me) format of floor auctions with no 
live bidding, came the scary prospect of a lot of missing customers during the auction. 
Ulrich Kiinker and his organized staff went into solution mode and decided to offer for 
the first time live bidding during the auctions. This is a big deal and I commend them 
for doing this. Phone bidding will still be available and certainly there will be a sizable 
audience of floor bidders from Europe but having the live bidding option available will 
open many more opportunities. There are 4 catalogs in these four days. I think their 
summary on the website is quite good so here it is: 

The catalogues of our upcoming Spring Auction Sales are online. Nearly 6,600 lots with 
a total estimate of around 6 ,7 million euros will be auctioned off 

An outstanding highlight is obviously the Samel Collection of Jewish coins and medals. 
However, there are also two impressive collections of medieval coins bearing witness to 
the profound knowledge of their creators - one of them focuses on north and central 
Germany, the other one on the area of Lake Constance. 

Regarding ancient coins, collectors will find the 4 th part of the Dr W. R. Collection, parts 
of the Phoibos Collection, of the collection of a North German friend of ancient coins 
and of the collection of a Hanseatic friend of Roman coins, not to forget the pieces from 
a private collector from the Lower Rhine. Catalogue 335 contains the Dr Karl Walter 
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Bach Collection of coins of newprinces and the siege coins of the Eberhard Link 
Collection. In addition, there are comprehensive special collections focusing on Bavaria, 
Liibeckand Wiirttemberg. Auction 336 ends with a very interesting series of patterns of 
German coins. 


Please do not miss out on this very special group of auctions. I am offering my services 
of course which I hope you will take advantage of. In addition should you wish to get up 
and bid yourself you can do this! Here is the link to the live bidding through Auex. 

https://kuenker.auex.de/ 


Roma XIX (March 26-27) 

Another auction house that I am quite worried for is Roma. This auction is on the heels 
of Kiinker and certainly will experience a lower turnout due to the Coronavirus. Again, 
Richard Beale and his dependable team have made accomodations for dealers like me. I 
was able to view some of the coins since I had arrived in England the day when I was 
forced to change my plans. Viewing some of the coins obviously won’t cut it so Richard 
has made high resolution photographs available to me (and others I’m certain if they 
request it). Of course it never is as good as being there and viewing them but it certainly 
is pretty darn close. 

Once I returned home I was happy to see a big box of catalogs for this auction and the 
first thing I did this morning was send them out to any customer I thought might be 
interested. This catalog is phenomenal. There is the second part of the Stancomb 
collection, which is an academic but highly interesting group of coins from the Black 
Sea region. A great opportunity to buy from a collection that was formed over several 
years. There are also some fantastic Greek coins from the David Freedman collection 
and Roman coins from the ex-dealer Brian Grover who is and now deceased. 

One of my favorite coins in the entire sale is lot 356. Aside from the fact that Labyrinth 
coins are so desirable and this one is sharp on both obverse and reverse, it has an 
unparalleled pedigree from the Lockett collection of 1959 (auctioned by Glendining & 
Co.). Also please notice the other coins from Crete. There have been quite a few Cretan 
coins on the market without substantial pedigree. These coins, mainly owned by David 
Freedman, were bought privately and stem from the Mathioudakis Family, a known 
collection by many dealers. 

I will be very active in this auction so please get in touch if you need representation. I 
plan to do a combination of phone and online bidding. 


Here are some updates for the coin market to be aware of. Please note that I will keep 
you updated as soon as I am aware of other major show and/or auction cancellations. 

Whitman Coin Expo (Baltimore) 

The Whitman show in Baltimore has unfortunately been cancelled. This was due to the 
state of emergency in force in Maryland. Here is a link to that: 

http://expo.whitman.com/ 
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NAC Zurich May auction (An update) 

I’ve talked with Guiliano Russo of NAC and confirmed that the May auction will be 
tentatively moved to beginning of June. Please note that this may change again based on 
the aggressiveness of the Coronavirus. I will keep everyone apprised of the situation as I 
learn more. My intention is to attend this auction so I will be monitoring this. 


Central States Numismatic Society Coin Show (Schaumburg, IL) 

This show is not scheduled until April 21 so I think there hasn’t been any formal 
decisions made on it. If I know Kevin and Patricia Foley though they are closely 
monitoring the situation and will react accordingly if necessary. I’ll keep you all 
updated. If the show does happen I am planning to exhibit there. 


ANA Summer Seminar and ANA World’s Fair of Money (Pittsburgh) 

We are closely monitoring the virus and there have been no concrete decisions made on 
either the Summer Seminar or the WFOM in Pittsburgh. Both these events are of 
extreme importance to the ANA so we are not taking changes lightly. At the moment no 
changes have been made. 


New publication: White Gold: Studies in Early Electrum Coinage 

Back in 2011 1 was lucky enough to attend a conference solely dedicated to the study of 
early electrum coinage, penned “White Gold” by one of the moderators Cathy Lorber. 
The event was held in Jerusalem at the Israel Museum. There were several academics 
that gave insightful and compelling lectures on the subject. Finally a monstrosity of a 
book (it weighs over 8 lbs.! I actually weighed it for fun) was published with those 
lectures. I highly recommend the book if you love electrum coins as I do. It was a joint 
cooperation with the ANS and the Israel Museum by the way! 

http://numismatics.org/store/whitegold/ 


Coin of the Week 

CAROLINGIANS. Charlemagne (Charles the Great). As Charles I, King of the Franks, 
768-814 AD. Pavia mint, Struck 793/4-812 AD 

AR Denier, 1 . 75 g (20mm, 6h). +CARLVS REX FR, cross pattee / + P A PI A, Carolus 
monogram. 

Pedigree: From the Richard A. Jourdan Collection of Medieval European Coins, 
purchased from Charles H. Wolfe, III, 1998. 

References: Cf. Grierson, Coins of Medieval Europe 78 (for type); Coupland, 
Charlemagne, pi. 7b, 15; Depeyrot 780E; M&G 207; MEC1, -. 

Grade: Deep cabinet tone. EF. 

Price: $7,000 
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WC1077 



Buy Coin 


Historically, Charlemagne (or Charles the Great) is remembered for being King of the 
Franks from 768 AD, King of the Lombards from 774 AD and finally Emperor of the 
Romans from 800 AD. Charlemagne was the first recognized ruler of western Europe 
since the fall of the Roman Empire. He was crowned by Pope Leo III at St. Peter's 
Basilica in Rome on Christmas Day in 800 AD. Charlemagne became a champion of the 
Catholic church. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/world/carolingians-charlemagne-charles-the - 

great-as-charles-i-king-of-the-franks-768-8i4-ad-pavia-mint-struck-7934-8i2- 

ad?rq=wcl077 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 


Copyright © 2020 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
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www.shannaschmidt.com 
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You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 
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